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Conclusions from the Meeting 
of the Presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences of South-east Europe
Chişinău (Republic of Moldova), 25-28 February 2010
The Presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences of South-east Europe met this year, from 25-28 February, at Chişinău (Republic of Moldova), to reflect on the theme The rights of Catholics in a society where they are a minority. The contribution of Catholics to the realisation of the common good in society: problems and new challenges.
Direct contact with the young Church in Moldova under the guidance of its bishop Mgr Anton Cosa; meeting with some of the clergy and religious, as well as a number of the laity, made an impression on us as to how this Catholic minority succeeds in working at a charitable / aid level (with old people, children, students) and in terms of the good relations both with the Orthodox Church and the civil authorities.
The factor which unites our Churches in South-east Europe is all being minorities in countries of Orthodox or Islamic majorities. However, before considering themselves to be part of a religious minority, our faithful must be aware that they are legitimate citizens in their native country, asking to be recognised as such. The experience of being minority has its instability because it is located within countries with recent democracies and a politically confrontational past: countries in which the risk of moving from an ideological totalitarianism to a market and consumerist totalitarianism is great.
Still in this sphere, the presence of different ethnic/religious entities, not fully integrated between themselves, can be a reason for conflict. In some countries, the space for the Catholic minority is taken for granted from the idea of a national church which identifies belonging to an ethnic group with a particular religious membership. For many reasons, we believe that the situation of being a minority in which we find ourselves can be a challenge and a commitment. It is a challenge in that, within a world with faith and different traditions, we are invited to live our faith in an ever more responsible manner. We are called to resolve the problem of religious identity and pluralsim not by renouncing the truth of our faith, but by being able also to grasp what is positive in other expressions of religious life. The pluralist attitude does not make our convictions relative but removes from them the malice of absolutism and intolerance. The commitment of a minority can be that of the yeast in the dough. It is about transforming, enabling growth, fermenting, but from within as witness, as martyr. 
We are aware that as a minority we can witness and do much, and an example is given to us by the small Catholic Church of Moldova. The exercise of charitable, welfare and educational activity is an area in which our Churches are working effectively for the common good, acquiring an approval and respect which per se are not sought, but which are a consequence of the choices prescribed by the Gospel and real needs of our people. It is precisely this area of solidarity which commits us to express with sincere recognition our gratitude to so many sister Churches and Catholic bodies without whose help it would not have been possible to achieve the great work that has been done. In building the civil and religious society of our countries we are aware of the need to make use of the media in order to make our voice heard and support a pluralist development with a harmony of voices. 
We are aware that our countries and peoples above all have the desire and need of God and the good news of the Gospel and we feel the responsibility to create and enable to grow “workshops” of evangelisation and Christian life, where one can experience the universal Catholic family; ecumenical dialogue; collaboration betwen religions; education and formation; cultural production. For this reason, the works of solidarity, enlightened by the Church’s social doctrine, are for this area of Europe a privileged place for witness to the Gospel. In particular, we wish to open out to Europe the horizon of Eternity so that human existence may find fullness of meaning. On this path may we be guided by Mary, Mother of Providence, patron of the diocese of Chişinău.  
Chişinău, 28 February 2010

The Presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences participating at the meeting
Albania 

- His Lordship Mgr Lucjan Avgustini 

Bosnia Herzegovina 
- His Eminence Cardinal Vinko Puljic

Bulgaria 

- His Lordship Mgr Christo Proykov 

Cyprus 

- His Grace Mgr Youssef Soueif 

Moldova 

- His Lordship Mgr Anton Cosa

Romania 

- His Grace Mgr Ioan Robu 

SS. Cyril and Methodius (Serbia and Montenegro - Macedonia) – His Grace Mgr Stanislav Hocevar

Turkey 


- His Lordship Mgr Luigi Padovese 




EN




















CH-9000 St. Gallen, Gallusstr. 24,  T +41-71-227 60 40; F 41-71-227 60 41; Email: ccee@ccee.ch; www.ccee.ch

